The Wizard of Oz

Essay Questions for the Final

1) What is "American" about the novel?

2) How do the Scarecrow, Tin Woodman, and Lion reveal that they   already possess what they think they lack? 

3) What are Baum's tone and style?

4) What role does color play in the novel?

5) How is Dorothy an "Everywoman"?

6) Is the Wizard of Oz good or bad?

7) How are the novel and the famed movie adaptation of 1939 different?

8) What are the power dynamics in Oz? Who has power and who lacks it? How does one gain and lose power in Oz?

9) Are there ways in which the characters and political dynamics in Oz could be likened to real-life people and political dynamics during Baum's time? How about during our time?

10) In his Preface to The Wonderful Wizard of Oz, Baum says that he aimed to create a tale in which "wonderment and joy are retained and the heart-aches and nightmares are left out." Would you say he succeeded? Do you think that this type of optimism and pure entertainment are valuable? Why or why not?

11) What is the significance of the delicate people in the Dainty China Country? What is Baum saying about beauty and/or about sensitivity in this chapter?

12) Analyze the character of the Wizard. Why does he behave the way he does? Is his behavior excusable or not? He tells Dorothy that he is a good man but a bad wizard. Do you agree?

