ASSIGNMENT TO BE COMPLETED AND RETURNED TO THE 

ACADEMY ON THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2012

Several assignments from your school will be selected for publication in a special magazine format publication by the Academy.

PLEASE CHOOSE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING TWO QUESTIONS.

 1) DOCUMENT THE USE OF SPECIFIC TYPES OF REPRESENTATION IN THE MEDIA.  Select one of the following groups:

· Males or Females

· Kids, Teenagers or Older People


· A specific ethnic, religious or racial group in America.

Find five examples in the media that represent members of the group of people you have selected to study.  Your examples can be from TV programs, movies, from news reports about a specific topic, newspapers, magazines or from advertising.

FORMAT: Write a short essay about your five choices.  If you want, your project can be accompanied by a drawing or collage illustrating some of the images that you saw and heard.

PROJECT DETAILS: 

 Describe each of your five examples: 

· Who is depicted?

· In what form of media did you find this example? 

Then, answer the following questions:

· What are the “types” you found in your five examples?

· How many of your examples fit the definition of a stereotype vs. a representation? What are the stereotypes?

· Divide your examples into “reinforced” or “contradicted” stereotypes.  Did you find a particular form of media or media outlet that tended to reinforce, or contradict, stereotypes more readily?

· What do your examples make you think about the people you see in them?  How do they make you feel? 

· Did you choose a group of people to whom you belong? Why, or why not?

2) WRITE A LETTER OR OP-ED PIECE ABOUT THE FOLLOWING SPECIFIC CURRENT EVENT, AND HOW THEY ARE BEING COVERED BY THE MEDIA. YOU MAY ALSO DRAW AN EDITORIAL CARTOON.

Two current news stories bring up some complex issues about race and religion in our society, and reveal some deep divisions between Americans in terms of how individual opinions can influence public policy. We’d like to know what you think about the media response to one of these situations:

1. The state of Arizona has passed a new law that requires anyone who is stopped by the police for any reason to produce documented proof of their legal residency in the United States. Many feel it is aimed unfairly at Hispanics and may lead to racial profiling. Others feel that illegal immigration is a serious problem, and one that encourages other societal problems including an increase in crime; they therefore agree with the law. Currently, a number of lawsuits have been filed that have temporarily halted enforcement of this law, and various organizations are staging economic boycotts of Arizona businesses.

2. An Islamic center and mosque has been planned for construction in lower Manhattan, a few blocks away from the site of the World Trade Center, which was destroyed by the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001.  Some politicians, political commentators, religious leaders and others have protested this proposed facility, on the grounds that it is disrespectful to the memories of those that died in that tragedy. Many people, including President Barack Obama, have encouraged tolerance, pointing to the principals of religious freedom and tolerance on which the United States was founded. 

Using the editorial page of a daily newspaper like The Los Angeles Times as a model, please present your personal opinions about this topic in one of the following formats:

1) A letter to the editor, formatted in standard letter writing format. 

2) An Op-Ed piece. This takes the form of an essay, expressing a first-person opinion, and should be one page in length.

3) An editorial cartoon on the topic. These cartoons usually use humor or irony to make a clear point. In other words, your opinion on the topic should be easy to understand.

Some of the questions you might want to consider as you prepare this project are:

1) What are some of the examples of media coverage of this issue that you have personally encountered?

2) What do you think the media’s primary job should be in this situation? 

3) Do you feel that the media is attempting to present the situation fairly and accurately, or have you encountered specific media outlets that you feel are behaving in a biased way?

4) How are the people around you, in your neighborhood and school, responding to this issue? 

5) How have you felt personally about this issue?
