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The Lovely Bones

Alienation

Directions: Alienation can take many forms and have many causes, as one can detect in chapters 18 and 19.  The young people in these chapters all experience this special loneliness under different circumstances and to different degrees, but for each, the feeling is very real, whether self-imposed or caused by others.  Respond to the following items.

1. Look up the world “alienate” and list four meanings of the word.

2. How does Ruth exemplify alienation?  What results from her solitude?  Which of the meanings of the word “alienate” best fits her?  Defend your choice

3. How does mention of the sinkhole fit the theme of alienation?

4. How does Buckley show that he feels alienated?  Which of the meanings of “alienate” best fits him?  Defend your choice.

5. How does Mr. Salmon alienate himself from the person to whom he has recently drawn closer?  What is the result?  Which meaning of alienate” best fits him? Defend your choice.

6. What does Susie in her heaven wish might happen to her father?  Who appears to make her feel less alienated?

7. Explain what might be meant by the lines, “I knew as we danced that something was happening on Earth and in heaven.  A shifting.”

8. What indication is there that Abigail still wants to be separated from her family even though she returns to be by her husband’s side?  Which meanings appear to fit her alienation?  Defend your choices.

9. How do Lindsey and Buckley react to their mother’s return?  Which meaning fits Lindsey’s alienation?  Defend your choice.

10. In what way is Mr. Salmon’s reaction to his wife’s return ironic?
