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The Lovely Bones

The Beginning – Handout 1

Part A.

Direction:  Answer the following questions about the first two chapters of The Lovely Bones.

1. How do the opening revelations in this story differ from those found in most murder mysteries?

2. The narrator says that she was killed in 1973 and adds, “It was still back when people believed things like that didn’t happen.”  Compare that with today by referring to actual cases you have heard of recently in the news.

3. How would the apparent attitude of people in the 1970s protect someone like Mr. Harvey?

4. What do we learn about Susie Salmon?

5. Describe Mr. Harvey as Susie first sees him.  Why does she fall for his line?

6. What do we learn about Mr. and Mrs. Salmon?

7. What does Lindsey realize before anyone else admits it?  Why?  What actions show us the kind of person she is?

8. Why is Ray Singh treated so badly?  Does that treatment change when he has an alibi?

9. How have you pictured heaven or heard other people describe it?

10. Describe Susie’s heaven as she has revealed it so far.

11. How are her dreams in heaven different from the ones she had on earth?

Part B.

Directions:  Write down features of Susie’s heaven.  Jotting notes is acceptable, and you may want to record page numbers for easy reference later, when you will be writing an essay on Susie’s heaven and comparing it with conventional ideas of that afterlife place.

