Name: ​​​____________________

Date: ​​​____________________


The Lovely Bones

Farewell – Handout 9

Directions: Read the following paragraph, and answer the questions.

Chapters 16 


One cannot grieve forever; in fact, many say, “Give it a year; then all the holidays will have been endured, and the cycle will have been completed.”  For those who have lost loved ones, a year has no particular magic; many, however, have become determined to move on.  One can notice in Alice Sebold’s narrative various means of coping with grief, and one can detect those who are determined to move on, and those who have not found it possible to do so.

1. Who begins the anniversary commemoration?  What simple thing does this person do that starts the celebration?

2. How does the idea spread, even to Susie’s family?

3. Why does Susie’s mother refuse to join them?  How does she rationalize that decision to Lindsey?  What does Lindsey suspects is the real reason that she won’t join the rest of the family?

4. What evidence does Susie have that Ray and Ruth are moving on?  What conclusion does she come to about the others who have come to pay tribute to her memory?

5. What is the significance of Susie’s remembering the rainy summer night?

6. How is chapter 16 an interesting contrast to chapter 15? 

