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I think cinema, movies, and magic have always been closely associated. The very earliest people who made film were magicians. –Francis Ford Coppola
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Our next unit of the spring semester covers filmmaker Christopher Nolan.  We will be watching several films made by this successful writer/director.  While there will be, of course, many differences of opinion over how success is measured, and most importantly, Christopher Nolan may not be one of your favorite auteurs.  Well, here is your chance to stump for the one that is. I think you can guess the project that you will be completing.  At the start of this school year, we went through the top 100 films of all time as determined by the American Film Institute.  I picked films for us to see from that list—you did as well.  You can use that list to help you get ideas, but what I really want you to do is decide who is your favorite filmmaker.  Once you’ve picked him or her, the project begins.  On one of the dates listed above, you will conduct between a three and five minute presentation on your filmmaker (include filmography, biography, what you admire, and include a short film scene, which you think shows your director at his or her best).  You can do this through any medium you decide.  However, as I have only a Macbook Air, which doesn’t have a disc drive, you will have to put your project on a thumb drive if you want me to project it, or you can bring your own computer—we can check on the projector set-up and connection.  So, there it is… one director, film clip, and his or her history. You can sign up for your day of presentation on my website later this week. Presentations will occur over the week of March 11th though the 15th.  If you miss your date—it will be Fail City—unless you have a written doctor’s note as an excuse.  You absolutely must convey, in your presentation, why you choose this particular director, and what you especially like about him or her. 

CALIFORNIA CONTENT STANDARDS: LITERARY RESPONSE AND ANALYSIS





1.0 ARTISTIC PERCEPTION


Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory Information Through the Language and Skills Unique to the Visual Arts





2.0 CREATIVE EXPRESSION


Creating, Performing, and Participating in the Visual Arts


Students apply artistic processes and skills, using a variety of media to communicate meaning and intent in original works of art.











